Fifty Years of Iron and Steel

By JOSEPH G. BUTLER, JR.

N HONORING me with a place on
your program, the Committee evi-
dently regarded half a century as
long enough for any man to be
actively engaged in the iron and
steel industries. As a matter of fact
my experience in them covers a period of sixty
years, for I became shipping clerk and assistant
manager at the Iron Rolling Mill of James
Ward & Company, Niles, Ohio, in 1857, after
having spent three years as a clerk in the store
connected with that enterprise, during which
time I added to my accomplishments the mus-
ical art of speaking Welsh and also acquired
the ambition to become an ironmaster.

These sixty years cover the greatest progress
the world has ever known. They have brought
forth so many startling discoveries, so many